in the dry places

In the dry places
In the tough spaces
With the sad faces
God, you’re there

In the dry places
In the tough spaces
With the sad faces
God, you’re there

Aah … aah … aah
Aah … aah … aah
Aah … aah … aah
You are there
Aah … aah … aah
Aah … aah … aah
Aah … aah … aah
You are here

Walking through deserts
Long dusty pathways
Step after step, Lord
God, you lead

When we are thirsty
When we are waiting
Hoping for water
God, you’re there

Aah … aah … aah
Aah … aah … aah
Aah … aah … aah
You are there
Aah … aah … aah
Aah … aah … aah
Aah … aah … aah
You are here
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Movement Script – In the Dry Places
These simple, repeating movements help the congregation—especially children—pray the song with their bodies. Movements are slow, gentle, and intentionally repetitive, supporting a reflective Lenten atmosphere.
General Instruction for the Leader
Invite the congregation to follow your movements. Emphasise slowness and ease rather than precision. Model the movements clearly during the first verse and chorus; after that, allow repetition to guide participation.
Verse Movements: One Repeating Pattern
The same four movements are used for every verse. Each line of text corresponds to one movement.
Movement 1 – Need / Place
Action: Hold both hands open, palms up, low in front of the body.
Used for: Dry places, deserts, thirst, tough spaces.
Meaning: We notice where we are and what we need.
Movement 2 – Journey / Waiting
Action: Move both hands slowly forward together, as if gently carrying something.
Used for: Pathways, waiting, continuing on the way.
Meaning: We stay on the journey; we keep going.
Movement 3 – Longing / Hope
Action: Lift hands slightly upward, still open.
Used for: Sadness, hoping, uncertainty.
Meaning: We look for help; we hope.
Movement 4 – God’s Presence
Action: Bring both hands gently to the heart and rest them there.
Used for: Every line beginning with “God, you…”.
Meaning: God is near; God is with us.
Chorus Movements: Breath Prayer
The chorus uses breathing and flowing arm movements rather than distinct actions. Encourage the congregation to breathe slowly and naturally.
For each “Aah …”
Action: On a slow exhale, allow hands to float gently outward, palms open.
Meaning: We breathe out and rest in God’s presence.
“You are there”
Action: Open arms wider and hold briefly.
Meaning: God’s presence surrounds us.
Repeat for the second half of the chorus
For each “Aah …”: Hands float outward again with each breath.
For “You are here”: Bring both hands gently to the heart and rest: 
God is not only around us, but close within us.
Optional Spoken Cues (First Time Only)
Before the verses: “We’ll use the same four slow movements each time—like steps on a journey.”

Before the chorus: “The ‘Aah’ is a breathing prayer.”
